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Welcome to Swallow Hall, a place where magic lingers in theWelcome to Swallow Hall, a place where magic lingers in the
stones, secrets are buried deep in the woods, and three sistersstones, secrets are buried deep in the woods, and three sisters
are bound by a legacy older than they know. Use this bookare bound by a legacy older than they know. Use this book
club guide to spark rich conversation, deepen yourclub guide to spark rich conversation, deepen your
understanding of the story, and celebrate the magic at itsunderstanding of the story, and celebrate the magic at its
heart.heart.

Icebreaker MagicIcebreaker Magic

Get into the mood with a few whimsical warm-ups:Get into the mood with a few whimsical warm-ups:
What drew you to this book? The cover? The blurb? AWhat drew you to this book? The cover? The blurb? A
recommendation?recommendation?
If you had to describe this book in just three words, whatIf you had to describe this book in just three words, what
would they be?would they be?
If this book had a playlist, what songs would be on it?If this book had a playlist, what songs would be on it?
If you inherited a sentient ancestral house, what wouldIf you inherited a sentient ancestral house, what would
you want it to whisper to you?you want it to whisper to you?
Are you more of a Rowan, Caraline, or Saoirse? Why?Are you more of a Rowan, Caraline, or Saoirse? Why?
What would your magical affinity be? intuition likeWhat would your magical affinity be? intuition like
Rowan, protective healing like Caraline, or memory magicRowan, protective healing like Caraline, or memory magic
like Saoirse?like Saoirse?



Discussion Questions:Discussion Questions:
The Legacy of Swallow HallThe Legacy of Swallow Hall

First Impressions:First Impressions: How did the prologue and opening How did the prologue and opening
chapters set the tone? Did you feel the weight of thechapters set the tone? Did you feel the weight of the
family legacy right away?family legacy right away?
Rowan’s Journey:Rowan’s Journey: As the primary POV, how did Rowan’s As the primary POV, how did Rowan’s
emotional arc guide the story? What did you think of heremotional arc guide the story? What did you think of her
resistance to her gift at first?resistance to her gift at first?
Sisterhood and Secrets: Sisterhood and Secrets: The triplets each carry their ownThe triplets each carry their own
grief, magic, and memories. How do their relationshipsgrief, magic, and memories. How do their relationships
evolve over the course of the novel?evolve over the course of the novel?
Swallow Hall as a Character: Swallow Hall as a Character: The house isn’t just a setting.The house isn’t just a setting.
It’s a presence. What moments made it feel truly alive toIt’s a presence. What moments made it feel truly alive to
you? Did you feel protective of it?you? Did you feel protective of it?
Warren’s Role:Warren’s Role: How does Warren function as both a How does Warren function as both a
mirror and a threat to the sisters’ powers? Did you see hismirror and a threat to the sisters’ powers? Did you see his
reappearance coming?reappearance coming?
The Ash Tree Confrontation: The Ash Tree Confrontation: How did you interpret thisHow did you interpret this
“false win”? What does this moment reveal about Rowan“false win”? What does this moment reveal about Rowan
and her growing power?and her growing power?
Everly’s Influence: Everly’s Influence: Though still alive, their grandmotherThough still alive, their grandmother
Everly carries a mythical weight. How does she shape theEverly carries a mythical weight. How does she shape the
girls’ path, even when she is missing?girls’ path, even when she is missing?



Themes of Inheritance and Identity: Themes of Inheritance and Identity: How does the storyHow does the story
explore what we inherit, not just magical gifts, butexplore what we inherit, not just magical gifts, but
emotional wounds and unfinished stories as well?emotional wounds and unfinished stories as well?
The Magic System: The Magic System: Did the magic in the book feelDid the magic in the book feel
grounded in emotion, nature, and legacy? Which magicalgrounded in emotion, nature, and legacy? Which magical
element stood out to you most? Which type of magic doelement stood out to you most? Which type of magic do
you wish you had?you wish you had?
The Ending: The Ending: Did you find it satisfying? What questionsDid you find it satisfying? What questions
are still lingering?are still lingering?  

For the Magic-SeekersFor the Magic-Seekers

Lighthearted, creative extras to enchant your book club gathering:Lighthearted, creative extras to enchant your book club gathering:

Cast the Movie: Cast the Movie: Who would play the sisters, Warren, andWho would play the sisters, Warren, and
Everly?Everly?
Design a Spell: IDesign a Spell: If you could create your own “House Spell”f you could create your own “House Spell”
to protect, reveal, or heal, what would it do?to protect, reveal, or heal, what would it do?
Create a Signature Drink or Treat:Create a Signature Drink or Treat: Something botanical, Something botanical,
earthy, or orchard-inspired. Think lavender lemonade,earthy, or orchard-inspired. Think lavender lemonade,
lemon balm shortbread, or apple cider with rosemary.lemon balm shortbread, or apple cider with rosemary.
What kind of magic would it have?What kind of magic would it have?
Swallow Hall Candle: Swallow Hall Candle: Design a candle scent based on theDesign a candle scent based on the
house. What notes would it include? (i.e., old books,house. What notes would it include? (i.e., old books,
cedarwood, honeyed tea, moss, lemon balm…)cedarwood, honeyed tea, moss, lemon balm…)

..



Draw Your Room:Draw Your Room: If you were a descendant of Biddy If you were a descendant of Biddy
Early, what would your room in Swallow Hall look like?Early, what would your room in Swallow Hall look like?
What would it sense and shift for you?What would it sense and shift for you?
Favorite Room: Favorite Room: What was your favorite room in SwallowWhat was your favorite room in Swallow
Hall? Why does it enchant you?Hall? Why does it enchant you?

Final ReflectionsFinal Reflections

What does The House of Spells and Secrets say aboutWhat does The House of Spells and Secrets say about
how we carry our past, and what does it mean when wehow we carry our past, and what does it mean when we
choose to break from it?choose to break from it?
Were there any quotes or passages that felt like they wereWere there any quotes or passages that felt like they were
written just for you?written just for you?
What emotions did the story leave you with… hopeful,What emotions did the story leave you with… hopeful,
haunted, heartened?haunted, heartened?
Would you want to return to Swallow Hall? WhatWould you want to return to Swallow Hall? What
mysteries do you still want unraveled?mysteries do you still want unraveled?

Enchanting Mood IdeasEnchanting Mood Ideas

Book Club Mood: Book Club Mood: Play instrumental forest or folk-Play instrumental forest or folk-
inspired music, dim the lights, light candles, and bringinspired music, dim the lights, light candles, and bring
some greenery for that Swallow Hall aesthetic.some greenery for that Swallow Hall aesthetic.



Journal Prompt: Journal Prompt: Write your own “ancestral letter” frWrite your own “ancestral letter” fromom
Everly toEverly to on one of the girls, or from one sister to another.e of the girls, or from one sister to another.
Explore More: Explore More: Look into the real-life legeLook into the real-life legend of Bidnd of Biddydy
Early, Irish folk magic, or sacred tree mythology forEarly, Irish folk magic, or sacred tree mythology for
deeper lore.deeper lore.

TThank You for Visiting Swallow Hall!hank You for Visiting Swallow Hall!

I hope Rowan, Caraline, Saoirse, and Swallow Hall itself lingerI hope Rowan, Caraline, Saoirse, and Swallow Hall itself linger
with you long after the final page.with you long after the final page.

I’m so grateful you chose to step into this world and share it withI’m so grateful you chose to step into this world and share it with
your book club, your friends, or simply your own heart.your book club, your friends, or simply your own heart.

If you’d like to stay connected and be the first to know what’s next,If you’d like to stay connected and be the first to know what’s next,
I invite you to visit I invite you to visit www.ivycassidybooks.comwww.ivycassidybooks.com or find me on or find me on
Instagram @ivycassidybooks.Instagram @ivycassidybooks.

Until next time.. .Until next time.. .

With wonder and magic,With wonder and magic,
IvyIvy

http://www.ivycassidybooks.com/

